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December 12, 2022 
 
1st Reading: Isaiah 35:1 – 6, 10. 
 God, God’s self, will come to save us. 
Psalm: Psalm 146:6 – 7, 8 – 9, 9 – 10. 
         Lord come and save us. 
2nd Reading: James 5:7 – 10. 

Make your hearts firm, because the coming of the Lord is near. 
Gospel: Matthew 11:2 – 11. 
 Go and tell John what you see and hear. 
            

God is good, All the time; All the time, God is good! 
Friends today we celebrate “Gaudete” Sunday, we wear rose to 
celebrate our joy which is the virtue we focus on this week.  Our waiting 
is ½ over (this year is a precise measure of that).  I was the middle child 
in a family of 11 children, my mom always reassured me there was 
always something special (or unusual) about a middle child.  There is 
certainly something special about having our period of waiting for our 
God to enter our world as one of us so that we can experience God being 
born in our hearts anew.  It is what we are all called to be: mothers of 
God.  It is hard to be patient; and any mother anticipating a birth can tell 
us how important that is.  Patience is not one of my stronger virtues and 
I learned a lot about it during and after my attack two years ago: to think 
that a person would forget how to walk.  The Lord is coming, and our task 
is to wait. 
If I were to summarize our readings for today in one word, it would be, 
wait for it: patience.  If I am hearing Isaiah, St. James, and Matthew 
correctly we need to respect God’s time in our lives; much like the 
farmers who plant their fields or the grape grower who tend their vines, 
we must depend on God patiently to provide rain and sunshine as 
needed and then the harvest rewards their patience in God’s time.  I 



know my patience were tested driving home from Northwoods Care 
Center on Friday afternoon.  What normally takes me 15 to 20 minutes 
took me 1 hour and 45 minutes.  It was rewarded with me arriving safely. 
In our Gospel Matthew paints a very human picture of John the Baptist, 
the precursor to the Messiah, and the cousin of Jesus, who is in jail and 
beginning to question if Jesus is the one; or should he look for another.  
How does Jesus handle it? Referring to the passage we heard in Isaiah: 
Tell him what you see – the lame, walk; the blind, see; the deaf, hear; the 
hungry, are fed; and the poor are lifted.  What is it you were expecting?  
Wait for it Emmanuel is at hand. 
½ over, and the church has given us a little puzzle to help us anticipate 
with patience. During the 3rd week of Advent, we always pray the ‘O’ 
antiphons. They mark off the octave before Christmas. Truly they have 
become my favorite part of Advent.  This is an ancient puzzle passed on 
to us by our ancestors.  (I will need 7 volunteers to help me out here).   O 
Sapiential (wisdom), O Adonai (Lord), O Radix Jesse (root of Jesse), O 
Clavis David (key of David), O Orients (dawn), O Rex Gentium (king of 
peoples or nations), and O Emmanuel (God with us).  Acroama SARCORE, 
means nothing!  Reverse it EROCRAS, means “I will come tomorrow.”  I 
discovered this little hidden mystery from the early church about 10 
years ago (dec. 20, 2012) and who knew? Yet its true for everyday of our 
lives: what a gift! We know not the time nor the hour and yet “I will come 
tomorrow.” 
So, as we approach Christmas, we can all work on being more patient 
and finding the grace that is available to us each day during this season 
of Advent.  Let’s not spend our time worrying about the gifts that will be 
under the trees or the parties that we really can’t control.  Let’s spend 
the rest of Advent with joyful patient hearts that will have the space for 
Jesus to enter there.  The Greatest Christmas gift we can receive! 
Rejoice!  Be glad! We have a God who loves us like crazy!  

God is good. All the time. All the time. God is good! 
 


